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Medication rule of Zheng Weiqin in treatment of pulmonary nodules:
A study based on data mining
LIU Pingyu"?,XU Xinyi"*,LIU Wenqin®, TANG Xiaohui’,SONG Na®, CHENG Jun’
(1. Hunan University of Chinese Medicine ,Changsha 410208, Hunan,China;
2. Chongqing Traditional Chinese Medicine Hospital , Chongqing 400021, China)

[ Abstract] Objective: To investigate the prescription and medication rules of Professor Zheng Weiqin in
the treatment of pulmonary nodules using traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) based on data mining. Methods
The proven cases of pulmonary nodules treated by Professor Zheng from September 1,2021 to September 1,2022
were collected ,and a database was established. Statistical analyses were performed in terms of frequency, nature,
taste , and meridian entry,and the association rule Apriori algorithm and the hierarchical clustering algorithm were
also used for analysis. Results: A total of 56 cases were collected, with 143 prescriptions in total. High —fre-
quency drugs included Radix Glycyrrhizae Preparata, Astragalus membranaceus, tangerine peel, Rhizoma
Pinelliae Praeparatum, Atractylodes macrocephala Koidz. , Radix Pseudostellariae , Dioscorea opposita, Schisan-
dra chinensis, Rhizoma Chuanxiong, and Rhizoma Phragmitis. Most drugs were warm, neutral, cold or slightly
cold in nature and had a sweet, bitter or pungent taste, and they mainly entered the lung, stomach, liver, and
spleen meridians. The TCM drugs mainly had the following functions; tonifying deficiency ; clearing heat ; resol-
ving phlegm , relieving cough, and relieving asthma;relieving exterior syndrome ; regulating Qi. The hierarchical

cluster analysis obtained 5 core drug combinations. Conclusion: Professor Zheng emphasizes “ supporting the
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earth and reaching the wood” in the treatment of pulmonary nodules and often uses the methods of nourishing

the lung and strengthening the spleen, soothing the liver and regulating Qi, and resolving phlegm and static

blood , giving consideration to the protection of stomach Qi. As for medication, sweet drugs are often used to al-

leviate acute symptoms, with the characteristics of lifting with pungent herbs and descending with bitter herbs

and applying both cold and warm drugs.
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