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Acupoint selection in acupuncture for the treatment of sudden deafness:
A study based on data mining techniques
XIE Fang' ,ZHANG Guoyong' ,ZHANG Boda’
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2. Affiliated Hospital of North Sichuan Medical College ,Nanchong 637000, Sichuan , China)

[ Abstract] Objective:To investigate the rule of acupoint selection in acupuncture for the treatment of sud-
den deafness based on data mining techniques. Methods ; CNKI and VIP were searched for clinical articles on acu-
puncture for the treatment of sudden deafness published from January 1,2013 to October 20,2022. The articles were
screened based on inclusion and exclusion criteria,and acupoint prescriptions were extracted. Excel was used to an-
alyze the frequency of acupoints,and IBM SPSS Statistics 23. 0 and SPSS Modeler 18. O were used to perform asso-
ciation analysis. Results; A total of 63 articles were included, involving 63 acupoint prescriptions. The top 5 acu-
points in terms of frequency of use were Tinghui, Yifeng, Tinggong, Ermen, and Zhongzhu ; the meridians commonly
used were Sanjiao Meridian of Hand—-Shaoyang, Gallbladder Meridian of Foot—Shaoyang, and Small Intestine Meridi-
an of Hand—Taiyang ; the top 3 specific acupoints in terms of frequency of use were confluent points,five Shu points,
and the eight confluent acupoints connecting the eight extra channels;head and neck acupoints were mainly used,

followed by the acupoints in the lower and upper limbs. The association analysis showed that the core acupoint pre-
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scription was Yifeng—Waiguan —Tinggong —Tinghui —Zhongzhu —Ermen , and the core combination of acupoints was

Yifeng—Waiguan—Tinggong. Conclusion : The treatment of sudden deafness by acupuncture is mainly based on core

acupoint combinations, giving consideration to dispelling pathogenic wind, activating blood , tonifying the kidney, and

restoring consciousness and opening the orifices,and acupoints should be selected based on meridians and syndrome

differentiation.
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